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AM I REQUIRED TO FORM A POLITICAL COMMITTEE? 
Yes, anytime two or more people work together to influence an election, they qualify as a 

political committee under Arizona law and must register and file campaign finance reports. A 

candidate is also required to register a committee and file campaign finance reports. If you are a 

statewide or legislative candidate, or wish to influence statewide or legislative elections or 

initiatives, referenda or recalls, you must file with the office of the Secretary of State.   

 

Any entity that makes an independent expenditure and that is organized primarily for the purpose 

of influencing an election and that is a combination of corporations, limited liability companies 

or labor organizations or that is a corporation, limited liability company (ñLLCò) or labor 

organization that accepts donations or contributions shall file with the filing officer as a political 

committee. A.R.S. § 16-914.02(K). Otherwise, corporations, LLCôs and labor organizations are 

not required to register as a political committee if making independent expenditures and should 

reference the Arizona Secretary of State Independent Expenditures Handbook. A.R.S. §§ 16-

914.02(A-I).  

WHAT TYPE OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE SHOULD I FORM? 
That depends on what type of election you wish to influence, and how you intend to do so. 

WHAT TO DO FIRST? 
After determining which type of committee to form, you will need to visit the Secretary of 

Stateôs website to register before you may raise and spend money, distribute literature or 

advertisements, or circulate petitions. You must submit a signed Statement of Organization. 

Once your completed Statement of Organization has been accepted, you will receive a 

confirmation email. No committee activity may begin until your committee's Statement of 

Organization is accepted by the Secretary of State. 

 

COMMITTEE TYPES RECOGNIZED BY ARIZONA LAW 

Committee TYPES A.R.S. References 

$500 Threshold (Candidate) 16-902.01, 16-903 

$500 Threshold (Non-Candidate) 16-902.01 

Candidate (Exploratory) 16-901(9), 16-903(G) 

Candidate (Non-Participating) 16-961(C), 16-903 

Candidate (Participating) 16-961(C), 16-903 

Independent Expenditures 16-901(14), 16-905(E) 

Independent Expenditures (Standing) 16-901(23), 16-905(E) 

New Party 16-801 through 16-807 

Officeholder Expenses 41-133 

Political Organization 16-901(20), 16-823 

Political Organization (Standing) 16-901(23), 16-823 
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Political Party 16-901(21) 

Political Party (Standing) 16-901(23) 

Recall 16-901(19)(d) 

Segregated Fund 16-901(19)(b), 16-920(A)(3)  

Segregated Fund (Standing) 16-901(23) 

Support/Oppose (Ballot Measure) 16-912.01, 16-901(19)(c) 

Support/Oppose (Candidate) 16-912, 16-901(19)(g) 

 
 

CERTAIN TYPES OF COMMITTEES MAY QUALIFY FOR SPECIAL STATUS 

Committee STATUS A.R.S. References 

Standing Committee (Consolidated Filing Service) 16-901(23), 16-902.1 , 16-913(K) 

ñSuper PACò (Upper Limit Contributions) 16-905(G) 

 

$500 THRESHOLD COMMITTEES  

If the committee will receive or spend less than $500, select either: 

¶ $500 Threshold (Candidate) Exemption Statement committee type. 

¶ $500 Threshold (Non-Candidate) Exemption Statement committee type.  

$500 Threshold Exemption committees do not file campaign finance reports and must terminate 

after each election cycle. If the committee exceeds the $500 threshold limit, the committee must 

amend the $500 Threshold Exemption Statement and file a Statement of Organization. 

 

CANDIDATE COMMITTEES  

If the political committee is a candidate committee, select either: 

¶ Candidate (Exploratory) committee type. 

¶ Candidate (Non-Participating) committee type. 

¶ Candidate (Participating) committee type.  

If the candidate wants to become a Clean Elections ñParticipating Candidateò committee, the 

candidate must first create a Candidate (Non-Participating) committee. Exploratory candidate 

committees do not have to specify party affiliation or office sought on the ñStatement of 

Organizationò. 

 

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE COMMITTEES  

Independent Expenditure committees are formed for the purpose of making independent 

expenditures that expressly advocate the election or defeat of a candidate without any interaction 

between the independent expenditure committee, candidate and committee officers.  

If they qualify, Independent Expenditure committees may also include the following status: 

¶ (Standing)  

AND/OR 

¶ (Super PAC)  

For qualifications, refer to the information on Standing Committees and ñSuper PACò below. 
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NEW PARTY COMMITTEES  

If the committee will exist for the purpose of creating a new recognized political party in 

Arizona, select the New Party committee type. New party committees follow the same filing 

requirements as all other committees. 

 

OFFICEHOLDER EXPENSES 

Existing statewide and legislative officeholders may create an ñOfficeholder Expensesò political 

committee to report the contributions and expenditures to communicate with their constituents. 

Officeholder committees file campaign finance reports with the Secretary of State. A.R.S. § 41-

133. 

 

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION  

Political Organizations are committees formally affiliated with a recognized political party 

organized pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-823. 

If they qualify, Political Organization committees may also include the following status: 

¶ (Standing)  

AND/OR 

¶ (Super PAC)  

For qualifications, refer to the information on Standing Committees and ñSuper PACò below. 

 

POLITICAL PARTY  

A Political Party is a ñstate committee as prescribed by section 16-825 or the county committee 

as prescribed by section 16-821 of an organization that meets the requirements for recognition as 

a political party pursuant to section 16-801 or section 16-804, subsection A.ò 

If they qualify, Political Party committees may also include the following status: 

¶ (Standing)  

AND/OR 

¶ (Super PAC)  

For qualifications, refer to the information on Standing Committees and ñSuper PACò below. 

 

RECALL  

A non-candidate committee organized to circulate or oppose a recall petition or to influence the 

result of a recall election. 

 

SEGREGATED FUND 

A separate, segregated fund established by a corporation or labor organization pursuant to A.R.S. 

§ 16-920(A)(3).  

If they qualify, Segregated Fund committees may also include the following status: 

¶ (Standing)  

AND/OR 

¶ (Super PAC)  

For qualifications, refer to the information on Standing Committees and ñSuper PACò below. 

 

SUPPORT/OPPOSE (BALLOT MEASURE) 

A political committee acting in support of or opposition to the qualification, passage or defeat of 

a ballot measure, question or proposition. 
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SUPPORT/OPPOSE (CANDIDATE ) 

A political committee organized in support of or opposition to one or more candidates.  

 

STANDING COMMITTEE (CONSOLIDATED FILING SERVICE ) 

A political committee must be active in more than one reporting jurisdiction in Arizona for more 

than one year and must be either a separate segregated fund, a political party, a committee 

organized for the purpose of making independent expenditures, or a political organization. A 

standing committee is only required to file with the Secretary of State and is exempt from the 

filing requirements of any other Arizona jurisdiction. (A.R.S. §16-913). Standing Committees 

pay an annual fee of $250.00.  

 

ñSUPER PACò (UPPER L IMIT CONTRIBUTIONS ) 

Only established political committees registered with the Secretary of State may give 

contributions to candidates at a higher contribution limit. ñSuper PACò political committees 

must have received contributions in the amount of $10.00 or more from 500 contributors in the 

year before requesting ñSuper PACò status. A certificate for ñSuper PACò is valid for two years.  

 

CHAPTER 2 
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ü Go to the Arizona Secretary of Stateôs website at www.azsos.gov. Using the menu at the 

left of the webpage, click on:  

¶ Elections 

¶ Campaign Finance 

¶ Finance Reporting System for  Candidates and Political Committees 

 

http://www.azsos.gov/
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ü Alternatively, you may click on the links seen in Figure 1, next page, located on the main 

Secretary of State webpage at www.azsos.gov. 

 

Figure 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ü If you have an existing User Name and need to amend your current Statement of 

Organization, skip to page 18-21.   

 

ü If you need to create a new committee, the next few steps will help you establish your 

political committee. 

 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ τ 34%03 ÔÏ %ÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ 9ÏÕÒ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȡ 

1. Committee Setup 

2. Committee Member Selection 

3. User Setup 

4. Print Statement of Organization or $500 Threshold Exemption Statement 

 

The next few screens will guide you through the process of entering your committee information, 

printing your committee's Statement of Organization, and creating user logins for your 

committee users. 

 

You must submit a signed Statement or Organization to the Secretary of State. Once your 

completed Statement of Organization has been accepted, you will receive a confirmation email. 

 

ü Begin by selecting ñCreate New Committeeò 

 

http://www.azsos.gov/


Campaign Finance Web-based Reporting System 

 

6 | P a g e 

  

ü First you will see a Welcome screen.   

ü Click on the                     button to continue. 

 

34%0 ρȡ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 3ÅÔÕÐ 

The next screen will allow you to enter the information required to form your committee.  Note 

the                link in the upper right-hand corner of the screen, which gives additional information 

on the different committee types. 
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ü Use the pull down menu to select your committee type. 

ü Complete the remaining fields. 

ü Once complete, select                     to continue  

 

34%0 ςȡ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ -ÅÍÂÅÒ 3ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ  

Each committee must have a chairman and treasurer.   

 

V For Candidate Committees, the candidate may serve as both chairman and treasurer 

V For $500 Threshold Committees, enter Sponsoring Organization, if any  

V For ALL other committees, the chairman and treasurer must be different individuals 

 

The campaign finance database contains names of current and former political committee 

members to choose from, or you may add a new name to the database.  In order to add a new 

name, you must first click on ñSelect Chairmanò, ñSelect Treasurerò, etc.  

Follow the process below for selecting a Chairman, Treasurer and Candidate 
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× The system already contains names 

and contact information for current 

and former political committee 

members.  

× First, search for your Committee 

Members (Chairman, Treasurer, 

and if Candidate)  

× Click on the buttons as applicable  

 

Select Chairman   
 

Select Treasurer       
 

Select Candidate    
 

After selecting one, continue to the 

Search for a Name instruction 

(below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

× Once you select a committee  

member type, the Search for a 

Name screen will appear 

 

× Type in the Last Name and Zip 

Code of either the Candidate, 

Treasurer or Chairman and click  

 

 

 

 

Example below for Statement of Organization 

Example below for Candidate $500 Threshold Exemption 

Statement 

Example below for non-candidate Committee $500 Threshold  

Exemption Statement 

 















http://www.azcleanelections.gov/




















http://www.azsos.gov/


https://azsos.gov/CFS2/Login.aspx
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