COCHISE COUNTY HAND COUNT & EARLY BALLOT HAND COUNT

Synopsis:
Pursuant to A.R.S. §16-601 (B), Cochise County conducted a successful Hand Count/Early batch

Hand Count for the March 22, 2016 Presidential Preference Election. In each of the four Hand
Counts conducted there were no discrepancies from the machine count resuits.

The Hand Count began at 1:00 p.m. on. Wednesday, March 23, 2016 when the Cochise County
Chairman of the Republican and Democratic Parties met to select the Vote Centers and Early
batches to be counted and the candidates. All ballots were accounted for in the central
counting location before the selection process started. The selection order was established by
mutual agreement among the party Chairs. With the order established, the specific Vote
Center to be counted was selected by one party Chair, and then the Early ballot batch to be
counted was selected, by the opposite party Chair.

Since this was the Presidential Preference Election there was only one federal race to be
counted; a single race for presidential candidates appeared on each party’s ballot style to
count. In addition, the Democratic and Republican parties were participating in the Hand Count
50 only those ballot styles were included in the ballot style to be counted; the Green Party was
not included. With only one race to be counted, it was determined to draw two candidates’
names to be counted for the Vote Center selected and also for the Early ballot batch selected.
Each party randomly drew a ballot style {one Republican and one Democratic) and then each
party randomly drew a candidate, for both the Vote Center and then again for the Early batch.

Four three-member boards participated in the Hand Count; two had Democratic inspectors and
two had Republican Inspectors. Two Judges (one from each party} participated on each of the
four boards. Participants completed forms before beginning (W-9s, forms to capture interest in
serving as Hand Count participants for remaining 2016 elections and the Qath of Office form)
and then the Oath was taken by all.

Instruction about the conduct of the Hand Count process was provided by Katie Howard,
Elections Director, who facilitated all activities and acted as Auditor for the Hand Count.
Following instruction, random drawings and retrieval of the batches to be counted (retrieved by
election staff and witnessed by two members of opposite parties), the Hand Count commenced
at approximately 2:00 p.m. and concluded at 4:12 p.m. The tabulation method used was the
stacking method.

Vote Center Hand Count
2% of the voting locations (Vote Centers) were counted as required by statute, which amounted
to 1 Vote Center out of 20 separately tabulated sets of results from 20 poll boards located at 18




distinct sites (20 * .02 = .4, rounded up to 1 Vote Center). The Vote Center selected was Vote
Center 8b, located at the Shiloh Christian Church in Sierra Vista. (This was designated as a
“mega” Vote Center, with two poll boards co-located in one location. VC8b occupied % of that
site, manned by a complete poll board, with a separate DS200 tabulation machine.)

Board #1 drew Republican Donald Trump as candidate to verify count from Vote Center 8b.
Following completion of the Hand Count, Board #1 confirmed the total ballot count of 442 for
Vote Center 8b and also confirmed a total of 140 votes for Donald Trump. There was no
difference between the Hand Count and the machine count completed at VC8b.

In the second round for VC8b, Board #4 {which had drawn Democrat Hillary Clinton race to
verify), Board #4 confirmed the total ballot count of 442 for Vote Center 8b and also confirmed
a total of 62 votes for Hillary Clinton. There was no difference between the Hand Count and
the machine count completed at VC8b.

Early Ballot Batch Hand Count

1% of early ballots counted as of the time the Hand Count commenced was 13,946. Additional
Early ballots were not yet processed. Total Early ballots for the PPE election was 16,489. The
law requires that 1% of Early ballots be included in the Hand Count. At the time the Hand
Count was conducted this resulted in 139 ballots; when all Early ballots are included it results in
164 ballots. A typical batch of Early ballots at Cochise County is 200 ballots, so a single batch of
Early ballots was selected for Hand Count, again per random drawing one Republican race and
one Democratic race. Early Batch #11 was selected for audit and the candidates drawn were
Bernie Sanders and John Kasich.

Board #2 confirmed the total of 198 Early ballots in Batch #11 and also confirmed 8 votes for
candidate John Kasich.

In the second round, Board #3 also confirmed the total of 198 Early ballots in Batch #11 and
also confirmed 34 votes for candidate Bernie Sanders.

Hand Count Tally Sheets for each of the four Hand Count boards are attached. In summary,
the Absolute Value of the difference of results for each of the four Hand Counts conducted
for the March 22, 2016 PPE in Cochise County was zero. All hand count results confirmed
machine count totals for both the Vote Center and the Early ballot batch exactly.

Respectfully submitted,

A A A0l

Katie A. Howard, Elections Director
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