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_Coconino County Supervisor; MATT RYAN,
I Coconino County-Supervisor; MANDY METZGER,

I Coconino County Supervisor; SADIE JO

JUN 152016
Roopali H. Desai (024295)

D. Andrew Gaona (028414)
COPPERSMITH BROCKELMAN PLC
2800 North Central Avenue, Suite 1200
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

T: (602)381-5478

F: (602) 224-6020
rdesai@cblawyers.com
agaona@cblawyers.com

DEPUTY CLERK

\| Attorneys for Plaintiff

ARIZONA SUPERIOR COURT
MARICOPA COUNTY
ERIC KRAMER, No. € 2016=0C8540
Plaintiff]
VERIFIED COMPLAINT

V.

‘ ' . EXPEDITED ELECTION
CANDACE BEGODY-BEGAY, Republican
Primary Candidate for Arizona Senate Legislative CHALLENGE PURSUANT TO
District 7; MICHELE REAGAN, Arizona Secretary y A.R.S. §16-351

of State; LENORA Y. FULTON, Apache County
Recorder; APACHE COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS; DR. JOE SHIRLEY JR., Apache
County Supervisor; TOM M. WHITE JR., Apache
County Supervisor; BARRY WELLER, Apache
County Supervisor; PATTY HANSEN, Coconino
County Recorder; COCONINO COUNTY BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS; ART BABBOTT, Coconino
County Supervisor; ELIZABETH ARCHULETA, -

Coconino County Supervisor; LENA FOWLER,

BINGHAM, Gila County Recorder; GILA »
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS; TOMMIE
CLINE MARTIN, Gila County Supervisor;
MICHAEL A. PASTOR, Gila County Supervisor;
JOHN D. MARCANTI, Gila County Supervisor;
WENDY JOHN, Graham County Recorder;
GRAHAM COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS;
JIM PALMER, Graham County Supervisor; DREW
JOHN, Graham County Supervisor; DANNY
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SMITH, Graham County Supervisor; ROBERT
BALLARD, Mohave County Recorder; MOHAVE
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS; GARY
WATSON, Mohave County Supervisor; HILDY
ANGIUS, Mohave County Supervisor; BUSTER
JOHNSON, Mohave County Supervisor; JEAN
BISHOP, Mohave County Supervisor; STEVEN
MOSS, Mohave County Supervisor; LAURA V.
SANCHEZ, Navajo County Recorder; NAVAJO
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS; ROBERT
K. BLACK JR., Navajo County Supervisor; JESSE
THOMPSON, Navajo County Supervisor; JASON
E. WHITING, Navajo County Supervisor; STEVE
WILLIAMS, Navajo County Supervisor;
DAWNAFE WHITESINGER, Navajo County
Supervisor; VIRGINIA ROSS, Pinal County
Recorder; PINAL COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS; PETE RIOS, Pinal County
Supervisor; CHERYL CHASE, Pinal County
Supervisor; STEVE MILLER, Pinal County
Supervisor; ANTHONY SMITH, Pinal County
Supervisor; TODD HOUSE, Pinal County
Supervisor,

Defendants.
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Pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351, Plaintiff Eric Kramer files this action challenging petitions
filed with the Arizona Secretary of State’s Office by Candace Begody-Begay for the
Republican nomination for Arizona Senate in Legislative District 7. Plaintiff alleges:

PARTIES, JURISDICTION, AND VENUE

1. Plaintiff Eric Kramer resides in and is a registered voter in Navajo County,
Arizona and Legislative District 7.

2. Defendant Candace Begody-Begay seeks the Republican Party’s nomination for
the Arizona Senate in Legislative District 7.

3. Defendant Michele Reagan is the Secretary of State, and is named as a defendant

in this action in her official capacity pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(2).

{00232756.1 } 1




O 0 3 N B W N

N NN NN NN R R e e s e s
o NV T G UV B NG R e N e B I N e ) R, e S U0 D A B R e

4, Defendant Lenora Y. Fulton is the Apache County recorder, and is named as a
defendant in this action in her official capacity pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

5. Defendant Apache County Board of Supervisors is named as a defendant in this
action pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3) because it is responsible for preparing ballots that
would contain the challenged candidate’s name.

6. The Apache County Supervisors are Dr. Joe Shirley, Jr., Tom M. White, Jr., and
Barry Weller, all of whom are named as defendants in this action in their official capacities
pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

7. Defendant Patty Hansen is the Coconino County Recorder, and is named as a
defendant in this action in her official capacity pﬁrsuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

8. Defendant Coconino County Board of Supervisors is named as a defendant in
this action pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3) because it is responsible for preparing ballots
that would contain the challenged candidate’s name. |

9. The Coconino County Supervisors are Art Babbott, Elizabeth Archuleta, Matt
Ryan, Mandy Metzger, and Lena Fowler, all of whom are named as defendants in this action in
their official capacities pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

10.  Defendant Sadie Jo Bingham is the Gila County Recorder, and is named as a
defendant in this action in her official capacity pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

11.  Defendant Gila County Board of Supervisors is named as a defendant in this
action pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3) because it is responsible for preparing ballots that
would contain the challenged candidate’s name.

12.  The Gila County Supervisors are Tommie Cline Martin, Michael A. Pastor, and
John D. Marcanti, all of whom are named as defendants in this action in their official capacities
pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

13.  Defendant Wendy John is the Graham County Recorder, and is named as a
defendant in this action in her official capacity pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

{00232756.1 } 2
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14.  Defendant Graham County Board of Supervisors is named as a defendant in this
action pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3) because it is responsible for preparing ballots that
would contain the challenged candidate’s name.

15.  The Graham County Supervisors are Jim Palmer, Drew John, and Danny Smith,
all of whom are named as defendants in this action in their official capacities pursuant to
AR.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

16.  Defendant Robert Ballard is the Mohave County Recorder, and is named as a
defendant in this action in his official capacity pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

17.  Defendant Mohave County Board of Supervisors is named as a defendant in this
action pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3) because it is responsible for preparing ballots that
would contain the challenged candidate’s name.

18.  The Mohave County Supervisors are Gary Watson, Hildy Angius, Buster
Johnson, Jean Bishop, and Steven Moss, all of whom are named as defendants in this action in
their official capacities pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

19.  Defendant Laura V. Sanchez is the Navajo County Recorder, and is named as a
defendant in this action in her official capacity pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

- 20.  Defendant Navajo County Board of Supervisors is named as a defendant in this
action pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3) because it is responsible for preparing ballots that
would contain the challenged candidate’s name.

21.  The Navajo County Supervisors are Robert K. Black, Jr., Jesse Thompson, Jason
E. Whiting, Steve Williams, and Dawnaee Whitesinger, all of whom are named as defendants
in this action in their official capacities pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

22.  Defendant Virginia Ross is the Pinal County Recorder, and is named as a

defendant in this action in her official capacity pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

{00232756.1 } 3
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23.  Defendant Pinal County Board of Supervisors is named as a defendant in this
action pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3) because it is responsible for preparing ballots that
would contain the challenged candidate’s name.

24.  The Pinal County Supervisors are Pete Rios, Cheryl Chase, Steve Miller,
Anthony Smith, and Todd House, all of whom are named as defendants in this action in their
official capacities pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351(C)(3).

25.  This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351.

26.  Venue is proper in this Court.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

27.  Ms. Begody-Begay desires to become a candidate and have her name printed on
the official ballot as representing the Republican Party as a candidate for Arizona Senate in
Legislative District 7 in the primary election that will be held on August 30, 2016.

28.  Ms. Begody-Begay filed nomination petitions purporting to contain 325
signatures for the Republican Party’s nomination for Arizona Senate in Legislative District 7.

29.  Pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-322, the minimum number of valid signatures required
for nomination for Arizona Senate in Legislative District 7 is 294.

30.  Ifjust 32 (or more) of the signatures submitted by Ms. Begody-Begay are
invalid, she has not submitted the minimum number of valid signatures required by law, is not
properly nominated, and may not appear on the ballot as a candidate for Arizona Senate in
Legislative District 7.

31.  Ms. Begody-Begay failed to comply with the requirements set forth in Arizona
law governing nomination petitions, and thus failed to file a sufficient number of valid petition
signatures to be placed on the primary ballot.

32.  Pursuantto A.R.S. § 16-351(A), Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated
herein by reference identifies the petition number, line number, and the basis for challenging

each signature and/or petition sheet, where appropriate.

{00232756.1 } 4
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33.  Attached hereto as Exhibit B are true and accurate copies of the petition sheets
that were submitted by Ms. Begody-Begay containing the individual signatures challenged in
this Verified Complaint.

COUNT 1

(Insufficient Valid Signatures — Individual Signature Challenge)

34.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference the prior allegations in this Verified
Complaint.

35.  Oninformation and belief, at least 226 of the petition signatures submitted by
Ms. Begody-Begay are invalid for one or more of the following reasons, which are also set
forth in Exhibit A:

a. The signer was not a registered voter in the electoral district of the office
Ms. Begody-Begay is seeking (Arizona Senate — Legislative District 7)
at the time the individual signed the petition in violation of A.R.S.

§ 16-321(B), hereinafter and on Exhibit A referred to as “Out of District”
or “OD”;

b. The signer was not a registered voter as of the date the individual signed
the petition in violation of A.R.S. § 16-321(B), hereinafter and on
Exhibit A referred to as “Not Registered” or “NR”;

C. The signer was not a registered Republican, a person who was registered
as no party preference or independent as the party preference, or a person
who was registered with a political party that is not qualified for
representation on the ballot as of the date the individual signed the
petition in violation of A.R.S. §§ 16-314 and 16-321(D), hereinafter and
on Exhibit A referred to as “Not Registered in the Proper Political Party”
or “NP”;

£00232756.1 5
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d. The signer has signed more than once on Ms. Begody-Begay’s petitions
and/or signed petitions for more than one candidate to be elected to the
office in violation of A.R.S. § 16-321(A), hereinafter and on Exhibit A
referred to as “Duplicate” or “D”;

e. The signer provided an address that does not match their voter registration
file, provided no date, or no signature, hereinafter and on Exhibit A
referred to as “Statutory Reasons” or “S”;

f. The signer’s information is illegible, making the signature impossible to
verify, hereinafter and on Exhibit A referred to as “Illegible” or “L”; and

g. The signer resides in a county other than the county designated on the
petition sheet they signed in violation of A.R.S. § 16-314(C), hereinafter
and on Exhibit A referred to as “Wrong County” or “WC.” ‘

36.  Petition 36 — which contains signatures only on lines 1 and 2 — is invalid in its
entirety because it does not contain any circulator information in violation of A.R.S. § 16-
315(B).

37.  The signatures alleged to be invalid herein and in Exhibit A may be determined
invalid by the county recorders named as defendants herein for reasons other than those
specified in Exhibit A, and such additional and alternative bases for invalidation are
incorporated herein pursuant to A.R.S. § 16-351.

38.  As set forth in Paragraphs 35-37 above and in Exhibit A, at least 226 petition
signatures submitted by Ms. Begody-Begay are invalid, leaving Ms. Begody-Begay with only
99 valid signatures, which is 195 signatures short of the number of valid signatures required for
the Republican Party nomination for Arizona Senate in Legislative District 7.

39.  Based on the foregoing, Ms. Begody-Begay has failed to file a sufficient number
of valid signatures for the Republican Party nomination for Arizona Senate in Legislative

District 7, and therefore has failed to qualify for the primary election ballot.
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RELIEF REQUESTED

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests the following relief:

A. That the Court issue findings of fact and conclusions of law;

B. That based on its findings of fact and conclusions of the law, the Court enter an
order finding that Ms. Begody-Begay has failed to file a sufficient number of valid signatures
for the Republican Party nomination for Arizona Senate in Legislative District 7;

C. That the Court issue an order enjoining the Secretary of State and the County
Defendants from placing Ms. Begody-Begay’s name on the ballot as seeking the Republican
Party nomination for Arizona Senate in Legislative District 7, and from allowing Ms. Begody-
Begay to run as a write-in candidate for said office at said election; and

D. For attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in this action and such other and further

relief that the Court may deem proper.

Respectfully submitted this 15th day of June, 2016.

COPPERSMITH BROCKELMAN PLC

B

i e

D. Andrew Gaona
Attorneys for Plaintiff
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EXHIBIT A
Page and Line Challenge for Count 1 of Verified Complaint
Candace Begody-Begay (Arizona Senate - Legislative District 7)
Key and Verified Complaint Reference:

OD Out of District Ver, Compl. § 35(a)
NR Not Registered Ver. Compl. § 35(b)
NP Not Registered in the Proper | Ver. Compl. § 35(c)
Political Party
D Duplicate Ver. Compl. { 35(d)
S Statutory Reasons Ver. Compl. §35(¢)
L Illegible Ver. Compl. § 35(f)
WC Wrong County Ver. Compl. {35(g)
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7 NP
17 8 NP
17 9 NP
18 1 NP
18 2 NP
18 3 NP
18 5 NP
18 6 NP
18 8 NP
18 9 NP
18 10 NP
19 1 NP
19 3 NR
19 4 NP
19 5 NP
19 6 NP
19 7 L
19 8 NP
19 9 NP
19 10 NP
20 1 NP
20 2 NP
20 3 NP
20 4 NP
20 5 NP
20 6 NR
20 7 NP
20 9 L
20 10 NR
21 2 NP
21 4 NR
21 5 NR
21 9 NR
23 1 NP
23 2 S
23 3 NP
23 5 NR
23 6 NP
23 10 NP
24 5 NR
24 8 oD
25 4 NR
25 6 NP

{00232755.1 }

Page 4 of 6




- Petition No.

- Basis

. Basis |

25

(o =]

26

26

0D

NP

26

NP

27

NP

29

NP

29

0D

29

0D

NP

29

0D

29

0D

NP

29

NR

29

0oD

NP

29

Oloolalan | Bjwitoi—|— ||l

0D

29

—_
<

NR

30

NR

30

OD

30

0D

30

WC

30

0D

NP

30

OD

NP

30

oAl K|~

0D

NP

30

J—
<

NR

31

0D

WC

31

0D

31

NP

31

0D

31

NR

31

0D

NP

31

NR

31

0D

31

Oioo|~J[Nin|m|[wW|dNd|—

NR

31

[a—
o

NP

32

NR

32

32

0D

32

NR

32

0D

32

0D

32

OD

32

|| n|R|WN—

NR

32

[a—
o

NR

33

OD

33

W

0D

{00232755.1 }

Page 5 of 6




_Petition No..

33 4 oD

33 5 oD

33 6 oD NP
33 7 NR )
33 8 oD WC
33 9 ) WC
33 10 oD WC
34 1 NR

34 2 L

34 3 L

34 4 L
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