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History of the Arizona State Seal 

From the desk of  
Secretary of State Michele Reagan 
 

 My office is required under Arizona Revised 
Statutes to be the keeper of the state seal. Our 
founders felt the integrity of seal was so 
important that I act as the official custodian 
under A.R.S. § 41-121(3). This means I can grant 
or deny permission to use the seal.  

The artwork on the seal symbolizes our way 
of life when we became a state in 1912. Many of 
the symbols on it have stood the test of time 
and helped with our state’s economic growth. 

As you read through this history you’ll be 
surprised to learn about the many different 
versions of the state seal that were used 
throughout our territorial years. 

Within the past 10 years the office has 
embraced the traditional seal — know as the 
“Motter Seal” (see above) — as the official seal of 
record. 

 

 

 

Michele Reagan 

Secretary of State 

This publication may 
be reproduced for pri-
vate use or for educa-
tional purposes. It may 
not be reproduced for 
commercial purposes. 

© 2015 ver. 1-5-2015 

The office strives for 
accuracy in our publi-
cations. If you find an 
error, please contact 
us at (602) 542-4086. 

Contact us >> 
Mailing address for all 
correspondence or 
filings: 

The Honorable  
Michele Reagan 
Secretary of State 
1700 W. Washington St, FL 7 
Phoenix, AZ 85007-2808 
Attention: Public Services 

Telephone:  
(602) 542-4086 

Fax:  
(602) 542-4366 

Web site: 
www.azsos.gov 

e-mail: 
pubs@azsos.gov 
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History of the Arizona State Seal 

T 
he Great Seal of Arizona has been 
published on countless pages of 
official state documents, stationery, 
and statute books. Arizonans have 

seen it on their tax return, driver’s license, and 
election pamphlet. 

What is little known is that the Arizona seal 
has graced instruments of the state for the last 
century and a half, undergoing several 
dramatic changes over the years. One element 
on the seal, however, remains the same today as it 
was almost a century and a half ago—the 
words “Ditat Deus,” God enriches.  

When President Lincoln approved a bill in 
1863 providing for a temporary government in 
the Territory of Arizona, he appointed Richard 
McCormick, a former businessman and 
journalist, to be its secretary. Although 
Congress hadn’t given McCormick the 
authority to create a territorial seal, he knew 
one would be necessary to authenticate official 
documents. 

He designed his seal and brought it west in 
1863. The Spartan artwork (which to some was 
comic) featured a bearded miner standing casually 
in front of a wheelbarrow, pick, and short-handled 
spade. Two bare mountains rose in the 
background, and at the bottom was the phrase 
“Ditat Deus,” God enriches. (Figure 1) 

Perhaps in response to criticism of his 
seal, McCormick introduced a revised 
version (Figure 2). The redesign was more 
elaborate and included new shadowing and 
a small stream at the miner’s feet. Gone 
were the wheelbarrow and spade, replaced 
with a more befitting long-handled shovel. 
The mountains now featured a pointed 
peak, which may have been Thumb Butte, west of 
the capital in Prescott. 

“Ditat Deus” remained in its former place. 

Both McCormick seals bore a striking 
resemblance to the label on cans of Pioneer Baking 
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Powder, a popular brand at the time (Figure 3). 
Whether to honor or dishonor, the McCormick 
seal was nicknamed the “baking powder seal” for 
the duration of its use. 

Members of the First Territorial Legislative 
Assembly had other ideas for the design of a 
territorial seal. In the fall of 1864 the Assembly 
approved an act creating a seal and authorizing 
the secretary “to entrust said seal to proper 

parties for engraving.” The seal was to be 2 1/4 
inches in diameter and feature “a view of San 
Francisco mountain [sic] in the distance, with a 
deer, pine trees, and columnar cactus in the 
foreground; the motto to be ‘Ditat Deus.’” 

Despite these plans for a new seal, Arizonans 
continued to see the baking powder seal. 
McCormick, evidently preferring his design, took 
advantage of a provision of the act that allowed 
him to use the former seal in his official duties 
“until the seal authorized in this act is prepared.” 
It was not prepared until 1879, 15 years after the 

act that authorized it. McCormick went on to 
become governor of the territory in 1866, and the 
capital moved to Tucson a year later. During the 
ten years that the capital was in Tucson, the initials 
“L.S.” (Legal Seal) were used to authenticate 
documents rather than the Arizona miner. 

Although the baking powder seal was retired in 
1879, a version of the original McCormick seal is 
still in use by Gila County. It bears a small 
discrepancy in the motto, “Dit Deus” (Figure 4). 

The first known use of the legislatively approved 
territorial seal was by Secretary John Gosper to 
certify the Acts of the Tenth Territorial Legislative 
Assembly on March 3, 1879 (Figure 5). Mulford 
Winsor, a delegate to Arizona’s Constitutional 
Convention and later a state senator, provided this 
grandiloquent description of the seal in a 1945 
report he prepared while serving as director of the 
Department of Library and Archives: 

“[The seal] was simplicity exemplified, the 
artwork being rudimentary. The objects are shown 
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History of the Arizona State Seal 

in bare outline. Three strokes of the artist’s pen 
dispose of a trio of mountain peaks in the distance. 
The pine trees — three in the left center, one in the 
right center — bear a striking resemblance to 
attenuated multiple-deck Chinese pagodas. The 
columnar cactus is singular in number and effect, 
smooth, stubby as a fence post, and innocent of any 
sign of branch or slightest protuberance. 

“The deer forms the frontispiece — the pièce de 
résistance, as it were. A noble five-point buck, he 
occupies a third of the width and height of the 
pictorial design, in the geographical centre of the 
forefront. Standing erect, head thrown far back, 
facing east, but with one eye on the audience, his 
forefeet stand firmly on the motto, ‘Ditat Deus.’” 

Secretaries of the territory introduced several 
variations of the legislative seal during the more 
than 30 years that it was in use. In 1895 
Secretary Charles Bruce (Figure 6) added simple 
shading lines to the mountains, deer, and cactus 
(although the shading on the cactus was strangely 
on the wrong side). 

Bruce also employed a seal showing 
everything in deep shadow. A seal used by 
Secretary Charles Akers in 1899 brought the 
scene back to daylight, but the deer reportedly 
appeared to have stomach cramps and the nearby 
cactus now had a suspicious dent. 

An improvement in the seal’s artwork came in 
1905 when Secretary W.F. Nichols adopted a drawing 
from Phoenix artist Walter Rollins (Figure 7). In it 
the deer faced left, the mountains bore more 
resemblance to the San Francisco peaks, the trees 
and cactus were more realistic, and grass grew in 
the foreground. As always, “Ditat Deus” remained 
the motto. This was the last seal used before 
statehood, and it appeared on the original copy of 
the Arizona Constitution adopted in 1910. 

The subject of a new seal for the state was 
discussed informally by delegates at the 
Constitutional Convention, but the matter did not 
get serious attention until Delegate M.G. Cunniff of 

F I G U R E  6  
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Yavapai County submitted a proposed design by 
Phoenix newspaper artist E.E. Motter. A special 
committee of three delegates formed to consider the 
Motter seal, and on the penultimate day of the 
Convention it recommended adoption of the 
language that became Article 22, § 20 of the 
Constitution, which describes the present seal (for 
description see left sidebar). 

The committee’s report met with sharp protest 
from delegates who wanted to retain the territorial 
seal.  

Morris Goldwater from Yavapai County argued 
for tradition and said that “any man who has lived in 
this territory under the present seal as long as I have 
can continue to live with it until he dies, without 
hurting himself.” 

E.E. Ellinwood of Cochise County, the committee’s 
chairman, explained that the committee’s aim was to 
“get away from cactus, Gila monsters, and 
rattlesnakes” and feature other industries of the state.  

After lengthy debate that at times wandered into 
other political issues, delegates on December 9 
approved the new seal by a vote of 28 to 11, with 13 
members absent. Delegates adjourned the 
Convention later that day. 

Like the McCormick seal, the territorial seal lives 
on: Mohave County and the Corporation 
Commission use versions of the original territorial 
seal and the Rollins seal, respectively. 

Arizona 
Constitution Article 
22, Section 20, 
Design of the State 
Seal 
 
The seal of the State 
shall be of the 
following design: In 
the background 
shall be a range of 
mountains, with the 
sun rising behind the 
peaks thereof, 
and at the right side 
of the range of 
mountains there shall 
be a storage 
reservoir and a 
dam, below which in 
the middle distance 
are irrigated fields 
and orchards 
reaching into the 
foreground, at the 
right of which are 
cattle 
grazing. To the left 
in the middle 
distance on a 
mountain side is a 
quartz mill in front 
of which and in the 
foreground is a 
miner standing with 
pick and shovel. 
Above this device 
shall be the 
motto: “Ditat Deus.” 
In a circular band 
surrounding the 
whole device shall 
be inscribed: “Great 
Seal of The State of 
Arizona,” with the 
year of admission of 
the state into the 
Union. 
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It was probably Ellinwood who 
was responsible for the image of 
the miner on the seal (Figure 9). 
Unlike the McCormick seal’s 
miner, the state seal miner was 
modeled after a real person: 
Bisbee prospector George 
Warren. In 1880 when pioneer 
photographer C.S. Fly visited 
Bisbee during its boom, he took a 
photo of Warren posing as a 
miner. 

A print of this photo hung in 
the office of William Brophy, 
founder of the Bank of Bisbee 
and general manager of the 
Phelps Dodge Mercantile 
Company. 

During the Constitutional 
Convention in 1910, Delegate 
Ellinwood, a former director of the 
Bisbee bank, borrowed the picture of 
Warren from Brophy to use as a model for the 
seal. Warren’s signature pose, with right arm and 
leg propped up, became part of the first state seal. 

In the years since statehood, state agencies 
have used a host of great seals with variations in 
every element of the basic design, from missing 
clouds to redrawn mountains to typeface 
alteration. (The cow – rarely “cattle grazing” – is 
often unrecognizable and even absent from some 
seals.) 

The seal pictured in figure 8 was introduced in 
the 1980s, and contains several noticeable 
differences from the traditional Motter Seal. The 
miner looks more like a stick figure with the font 
changing. This black and white version was used 
as the template for a color version (figure 9) 
which too looked rudimentary. The colors and 
seal were digitized at the turn of the century by 
Interagency Printing Services, Arizona Department 
of Administration. State documents were re-
viewed to obtain true colors. 

F I G U R E  8  

Bisbee prospector George Warren, circa 
1883, photo by C.S. Fly. 

Photo courtesy of the Bisbee Mining 
and Historical Museum 

F I G U R E  9  
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The Arizona State Seal Today 
The official state seal was approved by Article 

22, Section 20 of the Arizona Constitution 
and adopted in 1911. The state’s key 

enterprises are symbolized on the 
face of the seal. 

In the background is a range of 
mountains with the sun rising 
behind the peaks. 

At the right side of the range of 
mountains there is a storage 

reservoir and a dam, below which, in 
the middle distance, are irrigated fields 

and orchards reaching into the foreground 
with grazing cattle to the right. 

To the left, the middle distance depicts a 
mountainside with a quartz mill. In the foreground 
is a miner with a pick and shovel. Above this is the 
motto “Ditat Deus,” meaning God enriches. 

In a circular band surrounding the whole seal is 
inscribed “Great Seal of the State of Arizona” and 
the year of admission to the Union, 1912. 

 

The Official Seal 
The official state seal is the black and white one 

described in the Arizona Constitution, but the color 
version on page 7 has been in use by state 

agencies for more than 25 years. 

In 2015 Secretary of State Michele 
Reagan authorized the release of 
an this updated color version of 
the Motter Seal (left) — keeping 
with the tradition of an old 
favorite — while using the 
traditional color palette. 

The Motter Seal as 
redrawn electronically 
at the Secretary of 
State’s Office in the 
mid-2000s. 

Research showed that 
details on the seal 
were lost over time, 
perhaps due to exces-
sive photo copying or 
low resolution scan-
ning. The updated seal 
now includes shadows 
and original white 
bricks in the dam that 
had been removed. 
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State Seal Use and Restrictions 
The office is required under the law to be the 

official keeper of the state seal.  

Secretary of State Michele Reagan acts as the 
official custodian under A.R.S. § 41-121 (3). 

 
Use of the Seal - Restrictions under the law 

Secretary Reagan grants and denies permission to 
use the Great Seal of the State of Arizona under 
A.R.S. § 41-130 which states, “41-130. Use of state 
seal restricted; violation; classification 

A person may use, display or otherwise employ 
any facsimile, copy, likeness, imitation or other 
resemblance of the great seal of this state only af-
ter obtaining the approval of the secretary of state. 
The secretary of state may grant a certificate of 
approval upon application by any person showing 
good cause for the use of the great seal of this 
state for a proper purpose. The great seal of this 
state shall in no way be employed by anyone oth-
er than a state agency for the purpose of advertis-
ing or promoting the sale of any article of mer-
chandise whatever within this state or for promot-
ing any other commercial purpose. The secretary 
of state may promulgate rules for the use of the 
great seal of this state or any facsimile, copy, like-
ness, imitation or other resemblance of the great 
seal. Any person who knowingly violates this sec-
tion is guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor.” 

Any person who wishes to use the state seal must 
put their request in writing to Secretary Reagan. 
Contact the office at (602) 542-4285 for more in-
formation put your request in writing to: 

The Honorable Michele Reagan 

Office of the Secretary of State  

1700 W. Washington St., Fl. 7 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

State agencies who 
already received 
permission to use the 
state seal are encour-
aged to download the 
most current version 
from Secretary 
Reagan’s website for 
use at www.azsos.gov. 

Line art of both the 
black and white and 
color seals is available 
for higher resolution 
printing. 

Contact Secretary 
Reagan’s office at 
(602) 542-4285 for 
the high resolution 
files. 
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State Capitol Seals Arizona  
Capitol  
Museum 
1700 W Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Tel: 602-926-3620 
Fax: 602-256-7985 

Museum Hours 
Monday - Friday:   
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday:  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
(Sept - May) 

Closed on State Holidays 

 

 

When entering the 
state capitol museum a 
rotunda reaches from the 
first to fourth floors. On 
the floor is an interpreta-
tion of the state seal. The 
mosaic, which was made 
in Ohio is missing one 
important element, cat-
tle. 

While taking a muse-
um tour take note of 
the doorknobs with the 
state seal on them. 

The state capitol nine story Execu-
tive Tower, located off of 18th Avenue, 
has a mosaic seal on its façade. 

A little know fact about this seal is 
that in the late 1990s Mexican Free-
tail bats used the back of it as a ref-
uge. The migratory bats used the seal 
as a home in the late spring and could 
be seen flying into the sunset as public 
servants left the building.  
Source: General Services Division, Department of Administration Memo, 1997 
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STATE CAPITOL,  
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

 

Ground was broken for the Capitol building on 
Feb. 16, 1899, and construction was completed on 
Aug. 17, 1900. The 
construction incorporated 
Malapai rock from 
Camelback Mountain in 
the foundation, granite 
from South Mountain in 
the first floor, and tufa 
stone from Yavapai 
County in the second, 
third, and fourth floors. 

In 1912, the territorial 
Capitol became the state 
Capitol of Arizona. 
Additions to the building 
were made in 1919 and 
1938. 

The Arizona State 
Senate and House of 
Representatives moved 
into their own buildings 
in 1960. 

In 1974, the Executive 
Branch offices moved into 
the newly completed 
tower of the Capitol 
building located west of 
the original structure. The 
Capitol was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1974. 

The restoration of the building to its 1912 
appearance was completed in 1981 at a cost of just 
under $4 million. 

Source: Arizona State Library, Archives, and Public Records,  
a Division of the Arizona Secretary of State’s Office 
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Secretary	Reagan	af ixes	the	
Great	Seal	of	the	State	of	Arizona,	

stamped	in	gold,	with	her	
attestation,	to	public	instruments	
to	which	the	of icial	signature	of	

the	governor	is	attached	
under	A.R.S.	§	41‐121(4).	

The	Great	Seal	of	the	State	of	Arizona	is	at‐
tached	to	proclamations,	certi ied	copies	of	
iled	documents	and	election	canvass’,	and	

the	Presidential	Elector	Ballot	‐	Certi icate	of	
Vote,	a	document	that	is	 iled	with	the	

president	of	the	U.S.	Senate	and	the	National	
Archives	and	Records	Administration,	among	

other	public	records.		

The	color	version	of	the	seal	is	used	on	
Notary	Commission	Certi icates;	Trade	
Name	Certi icates;	and	Certi ied	Elec‐
tion	Of icer	Certi icates	and	other	of ice	

registrations.	


